Chapter 7 of the textbook titled Movies and the Impact of Images states that at the cultural level, movies function as consensus narratives.  With this concept in mind, answer the following questions based on the film Shallow Grave screened in class:

1. The significance of the story is determined by the power of its comment on the human condition. What comment is being made in this movie about what it is to be human? 
The core of the film is the investigation of human interaction in extreme violations of social norms. This movie depicts humans as one full of greed, and especially for money. Humans have been portrayed as ones who value money more than friendship. A human being can easily been seduced and once it has happened, everything the one has kept important may not be that anymore and the person's set of values has changed. For instance, at the end of the film, Ewan McGregor’s voice tells everything that the main character has learned about life and greed is one of the main aspects. 
2. The theme of a story is the general idea or insight about life expressed by the author. Theme is a universal and meaningful concept that emerges from the characters' actions and from the outcomes of conflicts described in the story. Theme is often thought of as the lesson that the author is trying to teach the reader or audience. More than one theme can be included in a work of fiction; however, there is usually one primary theme that ties together all of the elements of a story. Usually, a theme can be expressed in one sentence. What is the primary or central theme of this story? 
The primary theme in the film is tragedy. Throughout the movie, there are sequences of tragic events that unfurl. Among these are the many masks used, the conscience, and foreshadowing whereby each of these ties into tragedy. 
3. What themes emerge from the back-story and how do they relate to the theme of the main story? 
A theme that emerges is the theme of money. In the film, money is depicted as the root of all evil. Consequently, these evil deeds result in tragedy. 
Another emergent theme is paranoia. The three characters are characterized by delusions of persecution. The delusion drives them into various stages of hysteria that end up in tragedy. 
There is also the theme of greed. These three roommates are full of narcissistic greed that fuels betrayal. Their nascent greed for money makes them bury Hugo and steal his money. 
4. Many stories explore important social or political issues. Describe any specific social or political issues that affect the story. How do these issues impact characters and influence theme? 
The main political issue and social issue explored in the film is greed. The characters are obsessed and have greed for money. Their greed becomes the root of social ills in the film in that it leads to selfishness and individualism. This issue influences character where the three main protagonists have to choose between friendship and money. After finding Hugo’s naked corpse and a suitcase full of money the three friends are faced with a decision that changes their friendship forever. Greed is both a social issue and a theme. Their choice for money shows that they driven by greed. To them, nothing is worth worshipping other than money.
5. What life lessons can be learned from the choices made by the characters in this story?
The choices made by the characters educate about the dangers of greed. Their choice of money over friendship ushers them into a life of fantasy that later turns into a nightmare. In the end, the nature of their friendship takes a great twist that lasts forever. Thus, greed can be the onset of failure in someone’s life by drawing away the people close to a person. 
6. The conclusion of the story suggests a solution to the conflict that can be applied to the human condition in general. What values or principles that inform the actions of the characters can help people resolve their own life's conflicts? 
In the end, Shallow Grave is an interesting study on guilt and trust. The main principle that informs the action of the characters is greed. They only think about their personal gains and fail to consider the implications of their actions. This principle can be used in resolving life conflicts. When deciding to make a decision, it is important to look at both the positive and negative aspect of a decision. For example, greed can lead to both riches and enmity; hence one should weigh between the two. Thus, people need to make decisions that improve on how they relate with each other through increased friendship and association. 
7. How does the changing consciousness, the developing awareness of the major characters, affect the story and help the audience discover theme? Explain these shifts in thinking.
The film shows changing consciousness amid the major characters. After they decide to dispose the body and keep the money, guilt becomes a little much and things spiral out of control. The characters start to become aware of the mistake they did and they have to live with it. The increased guilt leads to paranoia among the characters. For instance, Christopher Ecclestone is so guilty that he locks himself in the attic of the apartment. The changing conscious helps to develop theme in that they realize the importance of friendship over greed. Thus, the change leads to a deeper exploration of the theme by telling the complexities of friendship and how money and greed can change people. The didacticism style is effective in teaching the audience that money can destroy and leads people in situation they cannot imagine to the point of changing our personality into evil.
8. Although often considered an artistic flaw, a story can be didactic in that it teaches the viewers how to achieve an end presented as worthy. Explain the use of didacticism in this story and evaluate its success in illuminating an important idea. 
Didacticism is used to describe someone or something that tries to teach something, such as proper or moral behavior, in a way that is annoying or unwanted. The film uses the theme of money as an important problem in relationship and friendship which leads human to lose the best part of them. The film over represents money in a style that is annoying that makes it possible to imagine that many people have a problem with money. 
9. What are the most dramatic issues relevant to our time that have been presented in this story? Describe the presentation of one such issue and show how it relates to the times in which we now live. 
Some of the dramatic issues presented relevant to our time include flirting, chasing girls, shopping, extravagance, and outlandish fashion. The most common issue is extravagance. By definition, is the extravagance is spending of more money than is reasonable or than you can afford. For example, the three flat mates live in a premise that is humongous and clean. This can relate to the present time whereby people like to live a life that they barely afford. Many live above their capability as a means to impress others and show how good they are.
10. Stories can be persuasive. Show how the movie attempts to persuade viewers to accept the particular values or principles that the writers intended to promote. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The movie sound relentlessly negative, but one can retrieve a moral from the wreckage. The film persuades viewers to value friendship. After the three friends decide to bury the body and take the money, they live in sheer mistrust and suspicion of each other. Contrary, friendship is about love, trust, and respect. In essence, it persuades viewers that a world without sympathy is no world at all.
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